
Civil War Flag Conservation



Museum Textile Services in 
Andover, Massachusetts, 
undertook the conservation 
of Framingham History 
/ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ CƭŀƎέ ƛƴ 
advance of the 150th

anniversary of the start of 
the American Civil War.

The flag was donated to the 
town of Framingham, 
Massachusetts, in 1892 and 
will be on display at the 
EdgellMemorial Library  
beginning on June 11, 2011.



The flag measures 72 inches by 145 inches and is hand stitched from 
red, blue, and natural-colored wool bunting. The 33 stars are single-
appliqué with the blue wool of the canton cut away on the reverse. 



Before entering the museum's collection, the flag was exposed to 
extreme soot or smoke, which left it discolored and brittle.
Conservators  at Museum Textile Services were able to reduce the  
deposits with vulcanized rubber sponges and a gentle HEPA vacuum.



In the foreground you can 
see the Framingham History 
/ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƭŀƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 
cleaning. The cleaned 
portion is in the background.



Wetcleaning by hand removed a 
great deal of additional soot from 
the flag, which turned the wash 
water coal black.

The wetcleaned flag was laid 
out on plastic to air dry. 
Cotton fabric was placed 
over the canton to remove 
additional discoloration from 
the cotton stars through 
capillary action.



Damage had occurred over the years from use and insect activity. 
Museum Textile Services stabilized the flag in a way that allows it 
to be seen from both sides as the magnificent object it once was.



Fragile fibers were encapsulated in sheer fabrics that restored the flag's 
original dimensions and made it strong enough for exhibition. No attempt 
ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǿŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ CƭŀƎΦέ



The flag was separating from the top edge at both corners from 
what appears to be a long period of use. 


